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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE GROWTH OF 
ACTIVITIES IN KANSAS HIGH SCHOOLS 
It has been the nature of man through the ages to be 
active both physically ru:id mentally to a large or small ex-
tent. This is explained by Mitchell and Mason: 
Man is naturally active, both physically and 
mentally. When primitive man had met the needs 
of self-preservation, he temporarily enjoyed lei-
sure and freedom for self-gratification. Being 
alive and possessed of the physiological need 
for activity, this gratification could not be 
obtained by rest and sleep alone and consequently 
he played. His play ••• consisted largely of 
play-fighting and play-hunting, dancing and pan-
tomine, singing and story telling, artisfic and 
constructive effect, games and contests. 
The activities in the secondary schools of Kansas 
have had objectives in the past which are entirely differ-
ent from those found in the s chools today. New objectives 
have appeared and as a result the administrators and su-
pervisors have been striving to exercise more effective 
control over these activities. Activities have grown 
from loosely controlled athletics in the s chool system 
to include all activities of an extra-curricular nature 
which has td do with the promotion of the well being of 
the child. These activities are controlled by a well 
1. Elmer D. Mitchell and Barnard s. Mason, The 
Theory of §lay (New York: A. s. Barnes and Company-,-
193Ld, p7 • 
2 
coordinated organization known as the Kansas State High 
School Activities Association. 
~his study of the growth of activites in Kansas 
High Schools includes those activities most commonly 
called the extra-curricular activities and is limited to 
athletics, debate, forensic activities, dramatics, Kansas 
Association for Youth, and music. 
The method of conducting the research has been 
through the use of periodicals, books, and the minutes 
of meetings of the organizations of control mentioned in 
this paper. 
A complete set of the yearbooks of the organization 
was obtained through Mr. E. A. Thomas, Commissioner of the 
Kansas State High School Activities Association, and the 
yearbooks on file at the Hill City Memorial High School. 
This material was studied and a brief outline made to cover 
the important changes since the beginning of the organiza-
tion. Three visits were made to the Association Head-
quarters in Topeka to gather additional information not 
given in the yearbooks or journals. A notebook was made 
available by Mr. E. A. Thomas who stated that this book was 
the only record from the beginning of the organization in 
1910 until 1925. With much appreciated help from Mr. Carl 
Kopelt, assistant to the Commission in Athletics, and Miss 
Wanda Mae Vinson, assistant to the Commissioner in Kansas 
3 
Association for Youth, the necessary materials were obtained 
and this paper was written. 
A rather exhaustive search failed to locate any 
related studies which covered the entire period of this 
pap er. Roland H. Vanderbilt made a study of the Kansas 
State High School Athletic Association in comparison with 
2 the other State Associations as they were in 1938. Jake 
Mi ller wrote a thesis on ']be Study of the West Virginia 
Athletic Association3 and Lorne s. Arnold made a study of 
the History of the South Dakota Health-Physical Problem and 
the High School Athletic Association4 but no attemp t was 
made to obtain these papers as they would be of no use in 
this study. 
E. A. Thomas wrote a brief article on the history, 
present program, and aims of the Association giving an 
overall view of the organization from 1910 until 1927. 5 
Roland H. Vanderbilt's study and the article by E. A. Thomas 
2. Roland H. Vanderbilt, "An Analytical Study of The 
High School Athletic Association." (Unpublished Master 's 
Thesis, Fort Hays Kansas State College, Hays, Kansas, 1943.) 
pp . 97. 
3. Federal Security Agency, Bibliorraphy of Research 
Studies in Education, bul. no. 5, 1938-39 washington, D.C., 
u. s. Office of Education, 1905 ), p . 147. 
4. Ibid., p . 137. 
5. E. A. Thomas, "The Ka..n.sas State High School 
Athletic Association, A Little of Its History, Something of 
its Present Program, and a Few of Its Aims," The Kansas 
Teacher, XXV (October, 1927), bul. no. 4, p. 1L~7• 
4 
were interesting but the former was not closely related to 
this study and the latter was not detailed enough to be of 
use in this paper. 
CHAPTER II 
RELATED EARLY ACTIVITIES 
Early Records of Activities 
Activities of some type have probably been present 
in schools for many centuries but for the purpose of a 
background for this study a brief SUID1nary of a few of the 
activities which had some bearing on our present develop-
ment of control has been prepared. 
An engraving of 1807 shows a game of football be-
ing played by the students of Yale upon New Haven's Public 
1 Green. As early as 1811 football had become a popular 
sport at Exeter Academy and in 1859 had its first matched 
game. The first interscholastic football g ame between 
Exeter an d Andover was in 1878. 2 The game of baseball 
seems to have had the honor of being the fi rst sport actu-
ally to receive high school support this being by the 
Worcester High School Baseball Club in 1859. The first 
actual college football g~~e was between Rutgers and Prince-
ton on November 6, 1869.3 The first reported teams to 
1. Nonna Schwender, History of Physical Education 
in the United States (New York: A. s. Barnes and Company, 191+2;, p. 8. 
2. Paul Washington Terry, Supervision of Extra Cur-
ricular Activities in~ Secondary School (New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, inc., 1930), p. 7. 
3. Schwender, .£.E.• .£1!., p. 150. 
6 
play basketball were Yale in 1892-93 and Ccr nell in 1893-
94. 4 In 1840 the colleges of Amherst, Brown, Harvard, and 
Yale were employing varying forms of football for inter-
class games . 5 
Meeting~ Problem of Control 
The need of some uniform method of control became 
apparent because some of the s chools began using the 
athletic contests for advertising purposes: 
College administrators, city superintendents, 
and principals saw in winning athletics an ad-
vertising medium and as a consequence there was 
a lowering of standar ds in an effort to win at 
any cost. 
In order to meet this problem several meetings were 
called by the schools concerned. Probably the first such 
meeting was a convention at the 5th Avenue Hotel in New 
York City on October 18, 1873 with four schools, Princeton, 
Yale, Columbia, and Rutgers attending . 7 In 1876 on the 
26th of November eight collegians representing four colleges 
4. ~alter E. Me anwell, The Science of Basketball 
for Men (Madison, Wis,: Democr at PrintingComrnny, 192L~), p.-S:-
5. A. M. Weyand, American Football, its History and 
Development (New York, London: D. Appleton and Company,--
19 26 ) , p • 5 8 • 
6. Elmer D. Mitchell and Barnard S. Mason, The 
Theory of £lay (New York: A .. s. Barnes and Company-,-
1934) J p':" ,.31 . 
7. Weyand, .£12.• cit., p. 4. 
7 
met in the old Massosoit House, in Springfield, Mass. to 
organize Columbia, Harvard, Princeton, and Yale for the 
purpose of football competition. 8 The College Physical 
Educational Association was organized for the purpose of 
regulating sports and physical e ducat ion activities in 
1897 and was known as the Society of College Gymnasium 
Directors, in 1908 it was changed to the Society of Phys-
ical Education in Colleges and in 1932 to the College 
Physical Education Asso ciation.9 In 1901-02 Harvard, 
Princeton, Columbia, and Cornell formed a basketball 
as sociation. The Western Intercollegiate Basketball 
Association was formed by the members of the conference 
colleges in 1950.10 Many other meetings were held but no 
attempt will be made to cover them in this study. It is 
quite apparent that sports in general were poorly or-
ganized from W. L. Hughes st atement : 
The control of Athletic groups in schools and 
colleges was so generally unsatisfactory during 
early years of athletics in educational insti-
tutions that national, state and sectional stand-
ardizing agencies became necessary. 11 
8. Weyand, £.E.• cit., p. xv. 
9. Schwender, .££• £2:l•, p . 97 . 
10. Me anwell, ££• cit . , p . 9. 
11. William Leonard Hughes and Je sse Fiering 
Williams, Sports, Their Organization and Administration 
(New York: A. s. Barnes and Company ~), p . 94. 
8 
In 1906 Theodore Roosevelt as President called a White 
House Conf'erence of representatives from Yale, Princeton, 
Harvard, and Pennsylvania, hoping that some order ·ght be 
brought to football which had reached a state of chaos. 
The conference was f ollowed by a second conference called 
by Chancellor 1 cCracken of New York University. Twenty-
eight colleges were represented and from this developed 
the National Inter-Collegiate Football Conference and a 
12 
revision of football rules . 
It is true that the examples just used concern the 
schools of higher learning and not necessarily the second-
ary schools but it does show that the main activities in 
the early schools were athletics as far as interschool 
contests were concerned and that wherever interschool com-
petition develops there seems to follow an or0 anization 
whose purpose is to coordinate development and create 
some type of standards for the schools to follow . 
The secondary schools in the State of Kansas have 
seemingly accepted as part of their curriculum such activ-
ities as sports, music, debate, and dramatics . Naturally 
these activities grew slowly at f irst because of the many 
problems they encountered. With their growth in the in-
dividual s chool system the instructors and administrators 
12. Schwender, ££• -9!!., p. 148 . 
9 
cooperated in an eff ort to solve the problems of the indi -
vi dual s chool but when the se activities grew to such an ex-
tent that no longer were they contained within the individ-
ual school system but became concerned with competition 
with other schools it was necessary for the competing 
schools to agree on terms of competition. Sports seemed to 
have developed first, therefore, a system of control was 
first established f or athletics then spread rather rapidly 
to include the remainder of the activities . 
CHAPTER III 
PERIOD OF 1910 to 1931 
State High School Athletic Association 
First Organization 
Athletics in the secondary schools were having a 
rather unorganized existence as indicated by the action 
taken by the High School Principals section of the Kansas 
State Teachers Association on October 1910 where a committee 
was appointed to draft a Constitution for a State High 
School Athletic Association. This co:rmnittee was further 
impowered to organize the association by electing tempo-
rary officers and to enroll member schools and hold meets 
and tournaments. 
The Principals section decided to divide the State 
according to the Congressional districts and the cormnittee 
which was appointed included one member from each of these 
1 districts. The committee was as follows: 
District Committeeman Town 
First Fred Thomson Nortonville 
Second J. F. Barnhill Paola 
Third w. s. Pate Cherokee 
Fourth Chas. A. Wagner Emporia 
Fifth J. w. Shideler Junction City 
Sixth H. H. Gerardy Norton 
Seventh o. c. Hull Great Bend 
Eighth B. P. Young Halstead 
1. Kansas State High School Activities Association, 
Notebook of Minutes, fropeka: 1910-192§ 1910 minutes. 
11 
This committee drafted a gener al plan of a consti.tu-
tion and elected the following tempor ary off icers as sug-




Prin. J. W. Shideler 
Prin. Chas. A. Wagner 




These officers were impowered to work out t he de-
tails and to make a f inal draft of the constitution and t o 
make arrangements for its publication. After t he e l ection 
of the officers it was decided t hat t he remaining committee-
men should act as Directors for the Athletic As sociation in 
their respective districts. 2 It was obvious that the posi-
tions of president and secretary of this org anization were 
going to take considerable time theref ore Mr. Shi deler 
appointed E. B. Albaugh from Clay County as Director of 
the Fifth District and Mr. Wagner appointed Wm . Ty l er of 
Eureka for the Director of the Fourth Di strict. Mr. Young 
retained his Directorship of the Eighth along with the 
treasurer of the Association. A copy of the fir s t consti-
tution appe ars in Appendix A of this paper . 
It was too late in the season for the As soc i at i on to 
plan for a State Basketball Tournament although the Fourth 
District held a District Tournament at Emporia. The Florence 
girls won undisputed first place and the Florence boys won 
2. Loe. cit. 
12 
first under a protest that Florence played a man by the 
name of Williams who was over 21 years of age. 
The Association sponsored a State Field and Track 
Meet which was held at Emporia Kansas State Normal Athletic 
Field on May 13, 1911. Winners of first and second place 
were given medals while the winner of the relay team was 
given a loving cup. The results of this meet gave Norton 
the honor of being the first school to win the State Cbamp-
ionsbip.3 
The second actual meeting of the Association was at 
the Topeka High School Auditorium at the same time as the 
Kansas State Teachers Association. At this meeting the 
Constitution was discussed with several proposals pre-
sented but no record was kept except the secretary's note 
that "some won, some lost. 11 Discussion seemed to cent er 
on four main topics, age limit of contestants, profession-
alism, regulations as to the size of basketball and track 
teams, and the regulations as to the size of the basketball 





Name Town Term 
Prin. E. B. Albaugh Clay Center 1 yr. 
Prin. J. W. Shideler Junction City2 yrs. 
.Mr . Chas. A.. Wagner Emporia 3 yrs . 
J. Loe. cit. 
4. Ibid., 1911 minutes. 
13 
District Directors were elected as follows~ 
District Director Town 
First Supt. c. s. Todd Wathena 
Second Supt. J. T. Barnhill Paola 
Third Supt. c. R. Adamson Cherryvale 
Fourth Prin. Geo. E. Jones Marion 
Fifth Prin. J. P. Perrill Chapman 
Sixth Prin. L. R. Light Norton 
Seventh Supt. G. E. Brown Garden City 
Eighth Prin. J. B. Hef'felfinger Wichita 
The first S.tate Basketball Tournament sponsored by 
the Association was held this year at Emporia and was won 
by the Reno County High School team of Nickerson. The 
University of Kansas bad held yearly state-wide invitation 






This situation left a doubt in t he minds of the people 
of the state as to just which high s ~hool was the real state 
champions. The Kansas State High School Athletic State 
Tournarnent entries were divided among the districts with the 
winners of each district being invited and also other teams 
which appeared to be strong enough to be invited. All 
teams competed in one class. 
For the f irst time the districts seemed to be well 
5. Kansas State High School Activities Association, 
Constitution, Rules and ~-Laws (Topeka: Board of Control, 
1947-48), P• JJ. 
enough organized to hold district track meets in order to 
qualify entries in the State Meet. These meets were held 











Holten, Cambe l l College 
Olathe 
Pitt s bur g , State Manual Training Normal 
Emporia, Kansas State Normal School 
Manhattan, Kan s as State College 
Norton 
Sterling 
No meet held under thi s organization 
The second Annual Track Meet was held on Washburn 
Field, May 11, 1912. Thirty-three schools were repre sented 
having 92 men, and 202 off icial entries. Mr. Arthur Capper 
of the Topeka Daily Capital donated gold medals f or f irst 
place winners, silver medals for second place winners, and 
bronze medals for third place winners and a silver cup to 
the winning team of the meet. Washburn colle e furnishe d 
the field, gymnasium, offici als, an~ enter t ai nmen t f ree and 
a silver cup to the winning relay team. The meet wa s won 
by Marion. 7 
The first list of member schools which could be 
found in the records appeared in the notes writ t en in after 
the minutes of the 1911 meeting . It was h eade d a s f ollovrn : 
"Following schools partici pated under the organization in 
6. Kansas State High School Athletic Association, 
.££• cit., 1911-12 Minutes. 
7. Loe. cit. 
either basketball or track or both i n the school y ear 
1911-12!18 
1. Alma 21 . Norton County 
2 . Argentine 22 . Olathe 
l: Almena ~: Paola Alta Vesta Parker 5. Baldwin 25. Onag a 
6. Carbondale 26. Oskaloosa 
7. Concordia. 27 . Overbrook 
8. Gardner 28. Phillipsburg 
9. Hurnboldt 29 . Pittsburg 
10. Hutchinson 30 . Reno County 
11. Iola 31. Richmond 
12. Jewell City 32. Smith Center 
13 . Junction City 33 . Sterling 
11.~. K. S. N. Secondary School 3h. Spring Hill 
15. Kensington 35. Topeka 
16. Kinsley 36 . Trego County 
17 . Leoti 37 . Washington 
18. Maple Hill 38. Wa.1nego 
1 . Marion 39 . Wetmore 
20 . Manka t o 
On November 9, 1912 the Kansas State High School 
Athle t i c Association hel d their Third Annual Meeting in 
15 
the High School Auditorium of the Topeka high school . At 
this time i t was de ci ded that the 8.lliiual meeting should be 
held immediately fol l owing the Principals' roundtable at the 
State As sociation Meeting . Offi cers and directors were 
elected as f ollows : E. B. Albaugh was elected t o su cceed 
himself fo r a term of three years, ot her off icers remaiPi ng 
the s~~e except for the election of an alternate t o serve 
in the absence of one of the officers . Mr . s . U. Pett of 
Emporia was elected to this position. Directors elected 
8. ~ . ill· 



















H B. Ambrose 
J. F. Barnhill 
. s. Pate 
A. 1. Thorom.an 
H. T. Ste per 
L. R. Light 
• L. Palmer 











The first ~ention of soccer in the Kansas i h schools 
occurred in the minutes of this meeting and it vas zoted to 
include this sport to be sponsored by the orr·ani zation. 
Basketball tournaments were held in the sec n, f ourt, fifth, 
and seventh stricts . The State Tournru~ent was held at 
Emporia with all districts represented. It was evident that 
the State Tournaments held under the direction of the Kans G. s 
State High School Athletic Association were vaini re-
cognization and that this 1 ate st tournament was the best 
organized of all from the secretar 1 s note "Reno County Hi h 
School won in the classiest high school tournrunent ever held 
10 in the State of Kansas." Reno County won the unt ·sputed 
State Championship by winning the Kansas University Invi-
tation Tournament this yea:r' also . 
District track meets were held in every district except 
9. Kansas State High School Athletic Association,.££· 
c t , M nutes of 1912-13 . 
10 . Loe. cit . 
17 
the first and the eighth. The State Track Meet was held in 
Manhattan at the Kansas State Agricultural College with all 
districts represented. This meet was won by W~chita and 
marked the beginning of a series of state meets at Manhattan 
for a period of eight years. 
The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Association was held 
in the Topeka High School auditoriu.m on November 6, 1913. 
Supt. J. W. Shideler was re-elected as secretary for a term 
of three years. The directors elected for a term of one 











Mr. C. P. Tyler 
Supt •. J. T. Barnhi 11 
Supt. A. I. Decker 
Prin. A. S. Wight 
Prin. H. T. Steeper 
Prin. L. R. Light 
Prin. s. L. Palmer 










This meeting marked the first time the association 
had really discussed and tried to do something about gain-
ing members in the organization. There was a discussion 
concerning the possibility of gaining more members and hav-
ing a definite program on the schedule of the Kansas State 
Teachers Association Meeting . The Secretary was to confer 
with the officers of the State Teachers Association rela-
tive to a pl ace on the program next year. He was also to 
ask all schools having invitation meets to hold them 
under the Kansas State High School Athletic Association 
18 
Consti tution •. 11 
During the school term of 1913-14 basketball tourna-
ments were held in all districts except the third and the 
seventh. The State Basketball Tournament was held at 
Newton with Lawrence winning first place and Reno County a 
close second. For the second consecutive time the same 
team won both the Association Tournament and the Kansas 
University Invitation Tournament and as a result Lawrence 
was un · sputed State Champions. 
For the first time since the beginning of the organ-
ization all eight districts held track meets in prepara-
tion for the S,tate Meet . Wicbi ta won the State Meet held 
at Manhattan May 9, 1914 with Marion second. This began a 
series of State Meets at Manhattan which was not to change 
until 1922. 
The State meeting of the Association for 191L~-l.5 was 
held at the Methodist Church in Topeka on November 9, 1914. 
Secretary J. W. Shideler had left the state so H. T. Steeper 
of Parsons was elected to fill the unexpired term. W. A. 
Sterba of Newton was elected to the position of treasurer 
f or a three year term, ands. u. Pett re elected as alter-
nate on the officers committee which was known now as the 
State Board of Contro1.12 
11 . Ibid., Minutes of 1913-JJ+ 
12 . Ibid., Minutes of 191L~-1.5 
19 
The main topic of discussion at this meeting was the 
possibility of barring colored boys from participation on 
athletic tea.ms. The secretary stated that the issue was 
discussed pro and con but no action taken. 
The Directors for the districts were elected as follows: 
Districts Directors Town 
First Supt. A. R .. Mock Holton 
Second Supt. J. F. Barnhill Paola 
Third Supt. A. J. Decker Fredonia 
Fourth Supt. A. s. Wight Marion 
Fifth Prin. G. F. Brooks Manhattan 
Sixth Prin. G. N. Jaggard Norton 
Seventh Prin. J. F. Reynolds Pratt 
Eighth Prin. T. J. Holly Bell Plaine 
Basketball tournaments were held in all districts but 
the third and the seventh. Parsons and Ch anute played to 
see who would represent the Third District as they were 
high in the E. K. B. B. league. Chanute won and went to 
the state. Reno County was awarded the championship of the 
Seventh district . Two tournaments were held in the Sixth 
and the Fifth ·stricts. Nine te~~s were represente d in 
the State Tournament at Kansas State Normal at FJmporia on 
March 19 and 20. Wichita won first, Iola second, and Reno 
won the consolation. Again it was evident that the tourna-
ments were of interest. 
The Kansas State Normal school gave a $200 bonus 
to the Asso ciation for the tournament ancl f urnished 
the consolation cup, officials, adv1~tizing , and every-thing except the championship cup. j 
13. ~-, Minutes of 1914-15 
20 
This in itself points out that the tournaments for the 
S.tate Championshi p of the Kansas State High School Athletic 
Association was desirable and of enough interest to the 
general public that it was becomi ng a paying proposition. 
The winner of the University of Kansas Invitation Tournament 
this year was Iola. This year was to be remembered as the 
last yea:r in which there was to be two separate state wide 
tournaments. 
The district track meets were held in all districts , 
this year with the State Meet being held at the Kansas State 
Agricultural college at Manhattan on May 9, 1915. Norton 
won first and Marqurett e second . 
The State Meeting of the Association was held for the 
school year of 1915-16 in Topeka on Friday, November 12, 
1915. President Albaugh was reelected for another three 
year term. s. U. Pett having left the state created a 
vacancy as alternate which was filled by electing Supt. 
Geo. D. Rathburn of Edwardsville f or the term of one year. 
The f ollowing directors were elected : 
District Directors Town 
First Supt. Fred Thompson Horton 
Second Supt. o. J. Lane Baldwin 
Third Supt. A. I., Decker Fredonia 
Fourth Prin. R. R. Cook filnporia 
Fifth Prin. Mc Williams Salina 
Sixth Prin. L. D. Griffie Norton 
Seventh Prin~ H. c. McMillen Kingman 
Eighth Mr. Frank Lindley Newton 
This meeting, from all indications of the minutes , 
21. 
was the first where several topics were openly discussed 
and decisions made or authority given to the district 
directors to settle the problems. The district directors 
were to use their own judgement in the number of events a 
man may enter in the district track meets. It was decided 
that only one team may represent the district in the State 
Basketball Tournament and that entries in districts to be 
restricted to Congressional district lines entirely. It 
was also decided that aJ.l correspondence given out to the 
members of the association settling disputes, protests, 
etc. should pass through the hands of the Secretary to avoid 
confusion and misunderstanding •. 
The matter of years a man may participate in high 
school athletics as raised by the junior high school move-
ment in education was discussed, but no action taken. 
The discussion at this meeti g seems to give the idea 
that more of the schools were bringing their problems be-
fore the Association for a solution and a lso giving the 
Association officers and directors more authority to settle 
disputes. 14 
The school year of 1915-16 marked the end of any 
chance of a dispute as to whether the Kansas State High 
School Athletic Associations' State Tournament winner or 
J.1+. ~-, Minutes of 1915-16. 
22 
the Kansas University's Invitation Tournament winner was 
the State Champions. This crone about when the University 
agreed to hold the Kansas State High School Athletic Asso-
ciation tournament in conjunction with their own invitation 
tournament. 15 Newton won both the State and the Invitation 
again leaving no doubt as to the State Chrunpion. This 
also marked the beginning of a period of ten years in which 
the Kansas State High School Athletic Association State 
Tournament was held at the University of Kansas. 
The Annual Meeting of the Association the next year 
was again held in Topeka on November 11, 1916. State 
Treasurer W. A. Sterba having left the school business re-
signed and R.R. Cook from Emporia was elected treasurer for 
the unexpired term of one year. H. T. Steeper was re-
elected as secretary for a period of three years. 











Supt . Fred Thompson 
Supt. o. J. Lane 
Prin. E. R. Stevens 
Prin. W.W. McConnell 
Prin. J. W. Sawtell 
Prin. v. M. Reppert 
Prin. G. C. McMillan 










The highlight of this meeting and the only change in 
rules regulating the contestants was the rule adopted which 
1.5. Loe. ill_. 
23 
declared" ••• any contestant ineligible to compete in 
high school contests in any sport, who uses tobacco in any 
form during the season of the sport."16 There was also a 
motion passed requesting high school principals to require 
the coach to live up to the above rule for his men. 
The State Basketball Tournament was held again at 
Lawrence with Newton repeating the winning of the title of 
State Champion. The State Track Meet was held at Kansas 
State Agricultural College with Wichita placing first, 
Topeka second, and Osage City third. 
The Eighth Annual Meeting held on November 9, 1917 
was unusual in that it was the first meeting since the 
beginning of the Association that an officer was absent. 
At this meeting President Albaugh was absent therefore 
Treasurer Cooke presided. R.R. Cooke was reelected to 
another three year term as treasurer and G. T. Brooks was 
elected alternate. The following directors were elected: 
District Director Town 
First Prin. c. c. Fairchild Valley Falls 
Second Prin. R. H. Hughes Fort Scott 
Third Prin. E. R. Stevens Parsons 
Fourth Supt. w. w. McConnell Council Grove 
Fifth Prin. F. E. Older Manhattan 
Sixth Mr. w. N. Grommon Lucas 
Seventh Prin. G. F. Brooks Hutchinson 
Eighth Prin. A. s. Wight Newton 
16. Kansas State High School Athletic Association, 
Notebook of Minutes f.r'opeka: 1910-192§ Pages not numbered. 
Minutes of 1916-17. 
Brooks had been elected as alternate therefore the 
Board of Control appointed Prin. w. N. Van Slyck from 
Pratt to fill the director vacancy in the Seventh District. 
At this meeting the eligibility rule which required 
principals to send eligibility lists of contestants before 
each game was changed to state that the list must be sent 
at the request of either principal. The tobacco regulation 
was discussed for some time and a motion was made and 
seconded that the tobacco rule be dropped. The motion lost. 
For the first time at any meeting, regulations on girls' 
sports was discussed. It crone about because of a change 
in the new Rule Book stating that the number of courts in 
girls basketball shall be changed to two courts. The 
decision was made to s tay with the old rule of three courts. 17 
The State Basketball Tournament was won by Arkansas 
City and the State Track meet was won by Abilene. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Association which 
was held on January 17, 1919 mentioned that Prin. Wight of 
Newton was elected to fill the vacancy created by the re-
signation of Prin. H. T. Steeper but no mention was made of 
who was elected to the position of president, this being 
the end of the three years f or that office. 
The only rule change this yee:r was that the girls 
17. Ibid., Minutes of 1917-18. 
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would change to the two courts in basketball as accepted by 
the new rules. 
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This year the Winfield High School won the State 
Basketball Tournament and for the second consecutive year 
Abilene won the State Track Meet . 
The school year of 1919-20 seemed to stand out for 
several reasons. It was the first year for actual compe-
tition since the end of World War I upset of school ac-
tivities. During the war travel was restricted, boys 
were leaving school to join the armvd forces, school men 
were being called into service, and many other setbacks 
due to appear during warfare . Many boys were now return-
ing to school and seeking to reenter athletic co~petition 
and due to this fac t the annual meeting of the association 
took steps to make some decision on this matter. The 
first meeting of the Association for 1920 was held in 
Topeka on January 15. lVIr . Cook was the only member pre-
sent on the Board of Control therefore the members of the 
Association elected Mr. Jim Gowans of Winfield temporary 
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chairman and Wm . P. Harris of Iola as secretary. 
At this meeting it was voted to appoint the three 
officers as a committee impowered to redistrict the state, 
on the basis of railroad facilities, for the purpose of 
carrying on district athletic meets and that they be im-
powered to call in for consulation any representatives of 
the association schools for the purpose of getting views 
as to the best districts to be established. 
The association also went on record as favoring the 
plan for a three court girls basketball for the entire 
tournaments in girls basketball. 
Uniform contracts were discussed and it was voted 
to have these contracts for athletic contests printed 
with eligibility rules on each contract and that these 
contracts be sent to all school members of the Kansas 
State High School Athletic Association. 
District directors elected at this meeting were as 
follows: 
District Director Town 
First J. w. Trusdale Oskaloosa 
Second H. c. Riggs Lawrence 
Third w. w. McConnell Neodesha 
Fourth Supt. w. s. Reepe Burlington 
Fifth Prin. T. E. Alder Manhattan 
Sixth Supt. F. D. Carmen Hays 
Seventh M. R. Chi ttich Hutchinson 
Eighth Prin. c. w. Patterson McPherson 
Will French of Winfield was elected to fill Mr . Al-
baugh's vacancy as President. W. P . Harris was elected 
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to fill the vacancy left by A. s. Wight and C. c. Fair-
child was elected as alternate . 18 
On January 17, 1920 the Association met for these-
cond time that year and there were motions on revisions 
of the constitution of which several were passed indi-
cating that for the most part the constitution was not 
completely satisfactory. Motion was made and seconded 
and carried that: 
Any high school boy who served in the army 
or navy during the recent war and by reason 
of such service is not past 21 years of age 
shall have his eligibility as regards age ex-
tended as many months as he would have been 
eligible had be remained in school . Provided 
that he was fully eligible when he left s chool 
and is enrolled during the year 1919-20 . Pro-
vided further that his full scholastic and 
athle tic record be filed with the Board of Con-
trol together with his service record . 19 
At this time it was decided that the boys who have 
competed while still in 7th and 8th grades will be eligi -
ble for four years in the high school . 
This year the Winfie ld High School won the State 
Basketball Tournament and the McPherson High School won 
the State Track Meet. 
New Constitution 
A new Constitution was adopted at the Annual Meet-
18. ~-, Minutes of 1919- 20 . 
19. Loe. cit . 
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ing held at Topeka on January 20, 1921. This consti-
tution set up new offices, new districts, and new methods 
of setting up the State Tournrunents and State Track Meets. 
The f ollowing off icers were elected as instructed 
by the new cons titution: 
President--------R. R. Cooke--------Topeka 
Vice-President---C. W. Smick--------Oberlin 
Treasurer--------E. R. Stevens------Leavenworth 
Secretary--------Will French--------Winfield 
The constitution set up the provision that the 
President was to appoint four directors which would act 
as directors in district s ilividing the State into North-
east, Southeast, Southwes t and Northwest . Mr. C. T. Rice 
of Kansas City was ap}ointed director of the Northeast, 
Mr. W.W. McConnell of Neodesha of the Southeast, Ivir . Guy 
Jaggard of Kingman of the Southwest, and Mr . Chas. Wright 
of Smith Center of the Northwest district . 
The Board of Control bad the i r first meeting under 
the new constitution on February 12, 1921 and for the first 
time kept a written record of disputes and their settle-
ment. Writ ten recor ds might have been kept before but none 
were on record. At this meeting all were present except 
Mr. S.mick of Oberlin and they g ave opinions on three di sputes, 
one concerning an eligibility rule, one a game dispute and 
one was a request as to a modification of the constitution. 
At this same meeting district tournament entries 
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were examined and following centers were given tourna-
ments. These will be listed because they were the first 
set up after adopting the new constitution. 
Director Wright's Northwest district had centers 
at Kirwin, Phillipsburg, Hays, Oberlin, and Ottawa. 
Director Rice's Northeast district had centers at Baldwin, 
Topeka, Manhattan, and Horton. Director McConnell's 
S.outheast district had centers at Emporia, Pittsburg, and 
Winfield while Director Jaggard 1 s Southwest district had 
centers at Salina, Pratt and Sterling. 20 
This year the directors awarded the State Track meet 
to Kansas State Agricultural College for May 1921 and the 
Basketball Tournament to Kansas University. 
The Board of Control met on March 16, 1921 to set 
up the State Tournament and to settle disputes. It seems 
that for the first time since the beginning of the organ-
ization there was a routine being f ollowe d for the set t le-
ment of disputes and a rather efficient method of keeping 
records. The winner of the State Basketball Tournament 
this year was Newton and the S.tate Track Champion was 
Winfield. 
The year 1922 was the end of the S,tate tournaments 
for girls. It is interesting to note that although there 
20. ~., Minutes of 1920-21. 
seemed to be a girls basketball tournament each year no 
mention was made of winners as was stated each year for 
the boys except in the first year of the organization. 
The first mention of dividing the schools in.to A, B, and 
C classes for athletic purposes was made this year. It 
was also the first year for a recording of a re qui rement 
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of a principal to write letters apologizing and announcing 
forfeiture of games in which an ineligible player was 
allowed to play. At the Annual Business Meeting on January 
30, 1922 the report of the Treasurer showed that the 
Association had a small amount of money on hand which was 
an unusual occurrence. There was a general dissatisfaction 
concerning the girls athletic program and several members 
wanted to reconstruct the program. It was decided that 
private schools should be a dmitted to the as sociation 
upon application to the Board of Control if they could meet 
the standards set up by the constitution. A move to di vide 
the basketball tournaments into three cla sses was voted 
do m, the argument being that the tournaments were not to 
be set up in such a way that the small school could not 
win the State Championship. It was pointed out that in 
several instances the small s chool had won the National 
Championship . 21 
21. Ibid., Minutes of 1921-22 . 
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At this meeting c. W. Srn.ick was reelected vice-
president and Will French was reelected as secretary. 
On May 1, 1922 the secretary, Will French, resigned 
and the vacancy was filled by electing by mail ballot w. 
W. McConnell of Neodesha. The school year was ended by 
Fort Scott winning the basketball championship and Havi-
land winning the track honors. 
There were no recor ds found concerning the organization 
for the school years of 1922-23 and 1923-21+ except that 
Wyandotte won the basketball tournament and Winfield won the 
track meet in 1923 and for the year 1923-21+ Emporia was 
the basketball winner and Winfield again won the track 
honors. A copy of the constitution for 1923 was available 
and is included in Appendix II. 
The Kansas State Athletic Association was no longer 
a rather unorganized group of schools with no definite 
plan for keeping recor ds of decisi ons, financial conditions, 
or list of members. In the school year of 192L~-25 the 
business of the Association took care of 7,250 letters with 
41,700 enclosures which were sent many of the 588 schools 
who in this school year were members of the organization. 
The secretary suggested that the Association employ a full 
22 time executive secretary. 
22. The Kansas State High School Athletic Association, 
1st Annual Official Yearbook, Board of Control, (Topeka: 
1925), p. 66. 
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On September 13, 1924 Supt. W. A. Wood of Pratt 
was elected to complete the unexpired term of Clarence A. 
Rice who resigned as president. Mr. Wood attended the 
National Association meeting at Chicago and on _December 13, 
1924 reported to the Board of Control on this meeting . 
This was the f irst time on record that a Kansas Repre-
sentative attended the national meeting, and on January 24, 
1925 Secretary W. W. McConnell was designated to be the 
official representative to the National Federation of 
Athletic Associations meeting in Cincinnati on February 21, 
1925. At their January 24th meeting the Board of Control 
decided to present a resolution to the Annual Meeting of 
the Association that a full time executive-secretary be 
employed and that he start his work on August 1, 1926 
with headquarters in Topeka. 23 This resolution was adopted 
at the Annual Me eting held February 5, 1926 with the ex-
ception that the plan begin on August 1, 1927 in view of 
the inadequate fi nancial foundation of the Association at 
the present time . 
It seemed that there was a definite need for the 
State Association to be federated with a national organ-
ization because of the tremendous growth of athletics 
over the nation. This is brought out by a statement in 







the report of the Committee on Athletics of the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals given at the 
Cincinnati meeting of the or ganization: 
The phenomenal growth of inter-scholastic 
athletics in the secondary schools in the last 
few years has cr~~ted a national problem in their 
administration. '4 
Under the heading of achievements for the school 
year of 1924-25 could be listed such things as the first 
sectional Class "A" tournaments in basketball, the first 
State Class uB" and 0 0 11 basketball tournaments, 126 class 
0 A" teams participating , 307 class "B" teams., and 39 class 
"C" teams, with a total of 3750 boys taking part. There 
were probably 380 teams in football utilizing 6000 boys, 
and about 12 sectional track mee ts and the State Track 
Meet. This year 60 cases were passed on by the Board of 
Control and about 14.,350 letters and 58.,250 enclosures 
sent out from the secretary' s office, also from the sec-
retary's office there was published the first official year 
book. For the first time there was a brief history and re-
cords of leagues in the association. The leagues reported 
were not necessarily the only leagues in the state, but 
they were the only ones with enough interest in the associ-
ation to be reported in time to have their organization 
and history recorded in the yearbook. The off icers for 
24. Ibid., P• 58. 
"' 
the year were W. A. Wood, president, Caleb Srnick, vice-
president, • W. McConnell, secretary, and E. R. Stevens, 
treasurer. 
It can readily be seen that the services of an ex-
ecutive-secretary were needed by the following li s t of 
achievements of the Association for the year 1926 as 
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taken from the Annual Re port of the Secretary of the 
Kansas State High School Athletic Association in the Third 
Annual Yearbook. 25 
Approximately 375 football teams played some 
1800 games of football last fall before hundreds 
of thousands of spectators. The following tabu-
lation will give ad itional evidence of the scope 
of association activities for the past year: 
1 . There were twenty-four elimination 
basketball tournaments. There were 110 
Class A, 294 Class B, and 32 Class C 
teams entered in these tournrunents. 
2. Sixteen eligible teruns entered in the 
State Class A Tournament at Lawrence, 
March 19-20. Newton won first , and 
Augusta second. 
3. Twenty-three teams entered the State 
Class B Tournament at Topeka, March 12-13. 
Denton won first, and Deerf i e l d sec ond. 
L~. Twelve teams entered the State Class C 
Tournament at Hutchinson, March 12-13. 
Liberty of Hutchinson won first, and 
Winfield second. 
25. The Kansas State Hi gh School Athletic As so-
ciation, Third Annual Official Ye arbook (Topeka: Board 






Eighteen sectional track meets were approved 
at the following locations: Council Grove, 
McPherson, Great Bend, Ness City, Cinrnarron, 
Meade, Minneapolis , Winfield, Wichita, 
Ottawa, Dighton, Florence, Pratt, Concordia, 
Garden City, Coffeyville, Baldwin, and Iola. 
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Seventh schools entered the State Track Meet 
at Emporia, May 8, 1926. First place was won 
by Wichita with thirty-two points; second 
pla e by Minneapolis with 15 points, and third 
place by Maize with 9 points. 
The Second Annual Year-Book was published in 
May 1926. The f ifteen hundred copies vrns a 
sufficient supply to enable us to give each 
coach and each principal a copy. The total 
expenses for the book were $439 . 22 . Receipts 
for advertising were ~320. In saving on let-
ters and meeting s of the Board of Control to-
gether with printing economies the Year Book 
undoubtedly reduces the operating expense of 
the association. 
Our total membership for 1926 was 624 yi eld-
ing receipts of $3,125. 
From January 1, 1926 to January 1, 1927, 
12,217 letters with Ll-4 , 480 enclosures were 
sent to the membership from the off ice of 
the secretary . 
Twenty-nine major cases were considered by 
the Board of Control in nine called meetings . 
Of these 21 involved Class B schools and 8 
involved Class A schools. 
This latter item is of no consequence except to 
show that athletic problems requiring the attention 
of the Board of C~ntro~6arised in all s chools re-gardless of the size. 
The services of an executive- secretary was further 
susgested by a statement by the present secretary: 
26. Ibid., pp . 5B-59 . 
The services of the association can well be ex-
tended. We need some careful studies made of the 
values of athletic participation with all factors 
of time stimulation, effort, and results intelli-
gently balanced. Some standards of amount of par-
ticipa~ion desirable , equipment and operating costs, 
and number of games should be established. We need 
a governor fully as much as vrn need a fly-wheel on 
our athletic program. ' e need aids in the pro-
motion of good sportsmanship, a more concentrated 
machinery for clearing up association problems, and 
more specialized advice on the technical phases of 
athletic competition. 27 
36 
The financial statement of the treasurer showed that 
on January 1, 1927 the Association had on hand $3270 which 
tended to point out that with the correct management the 
organization was ready to employ a full time executive-
28 
secretary. 
The Board of Control for the year of 1926-27 was as 
follows: W. A. Wood of Pratt, president, Caleb W. Smick of 
Oberlin, vice-president, W. W. McConnell of infield, sec-
retary, E. R. Stevens, of Independence, treasurer and two 
members-at-large, E. A. Thomas of Williamsburg and W. N. 
Van Slyck of Salina. 
First Executive 
The members of the Association voted on February 5, 
1927 to carry out the resolution of the Board of Control 
27 . Ibi d., P• 59 . 






concerning an executive-secretary by adopting two amend-
ments to the constitution: 
Article III, Section 1, shall be amended to read: 
"The annual business meeting of the Kansas State 
High School Athletic Association shall be held 
during the meeting of the Council of Administration 
at Topeka. At tbis meeting annual reports shall be 
required of t he Secretary and Treasurer and the 
accounts of the Secretary and Treasurer shall be 
audited by a committee chosen for this purpose by 
the Board of Control. At this time a President, 
Vice-President, Treasurer, and three other members 
of the Board of Control shall be elected by the 
members of the Association, each school having one 
vote. The members of the Board of Control shall be 
elected for a three-year term. At the annual meet-
ing of 1927 a President and one member of the 
Board shall be elected for a three-year term, and 
a Treasurer and one other member of the Board of 
Control shall be elected f or a two-year term. At 
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the annual meeting of 1928 a Vice-President and one 
other member of the Board of Control shall be elect-
ed for a three-year period. Thereafter, at each 
annual meeting there shall be an election to fill 
vacancies caused by the expiration of terms of office. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Section 2, shall be amended to read: nThe 
three officers of the Association together with the 
three members of the Board of Control shall con-
stitute a Board of Control with the Following 
duties and powers: Parts a., b., c., d ., and e., 
to remain as at present. Part f. inserted as 
follows: 
f. It shall contract for the services of 
an executive secretary to be paid a 
salary from the treasury of the Assoc-
iation. The qualifications and an1ount 
of salary to be .1aid to such execu-
tive secretary shall be deternuned by 
the Board of Control. The term of his 
contract shall not exceed three years , 
the beginning dat e of the first contract 
to be August 1, 1927. 
g. The Board of Control shall adopt re-
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gulations necessary for the effective 
operation of the office of the secre-
tary. 
Clauses f . , g ., h ., i . , j . , k. , shall become 
clauses h . , i . , j . , k ., 1 . , and m. , in order. 
(This is merely for purposes of designation in 
arrangement . ) 29 
These amendments set up a Board of Control of six 
members , a president, vice~president, and secretary as 
officers and three members at large . The office of sec-
retary was now invested in a full time executive-sec-
retary to be employed by the Board of Control. Until 
August 1, 1927 the present secretary vrould continue as 
secretary. 
The officers elected following the a doption of the 
new amendments were Prin. C. O. Wright of Atchison for 
presi dent, Prin. E. R. Stevens of Independence for Treas-
urer , and Supt. W.W . McConnell of Winfield and Prin. 
Willard Van Slyck of Salina for members of the Board of 
Control . In following the amendments C. O. Wright and W. 
W. rcConnell was elected for a three-year term and Willard 
Van Slyck and E. R. Stevens were elected for a two year 
term . 
In the Board of Control meeting on April 16, 1927 
the first action toward securing a man for the position of 
executive-secretary was taken by considering several ap-
29 . Ibid ., pp . 87 and 89 . 
li . . JO F' al .l... t ak p ca~io s . in ac~ion "as no t en until tne neet -
ing of the Board on June 1, 1927 when upt . E •• T'comas 
of ~illiamsburg rras elected after care~ul deliberat~on 
ru · re~ .:.ew o~ all a~rplications . A t ,o year co tract \,as 
of~ered with a salary of ~3600 for the ~irs~ year . 31 
The State Class A 3as etball tournament ~as held 
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at the Kansas tate Teachers o ~ege at Hays t_lis year 
with ,infielc :n..'1.ing the C~a:::.pions ' p whi le the Class B 
urna=.ent eld at Tope· a as won by C auta·qua. 
ne school year of _927 - 28 ras t.e ~irs~ -ear ~or 
the organization to conplete the en~ire year ~.n~er the 
· ·rection o~ an executive- secretar . The A..---mual ~eeting 
-:as he l d in the Topeka High c ool auditorium on Febr ary 
5, 1928. t t' ~s neeting it ~as decided ~o sponsor ten..""lis 
and -ol~ tournB!:lents "th the sectional track meets if there 
, as a demand for these sports i th~t area . It ·::as alos 
decided to ~old a State te~.nis to nac-~ent in conjunct·on 
witb the state track meet . Supt. C. V. Smck of Oberlin 
as re-elected as ~ice-president and Prin . : . I. -eist of 
Olathe ,as re-elected as a me~ber o~ t_e Board . 
A motion proribi ting t ..... e use o"!: alco11olic drinks 
30. ~-, p . 98 . 
31. The Kansas State High School thletic Assoc -
iation, Fourth nnual Official Year BooK (Tope~a ; Beare 
o~ Control, 1928), p . 95 . 
during the season of sport by a contestant was passed and 
the secretary was instructed to incorporate its provisions 
in the section of the constitution dealing vu th the use of 
tobacco. 32 This rule in connection with the tobacco rule 
was kept in effect in spite of many attempts to discard it 
until the adoption of the constitution for the new organ-
ization in 1937. 
The initi a l trial or tennis this ye ar indicated 
that the sport had won a place among those of ma jor i m-
portance . The only sections in which there seemed to be 
no general interest was the extreme northeastern and north-
western parts of the state . 33 
There was lit t le doubt tha t intere st by t he general 
public in high school sports was increasing and that the 
sports themselv es were growing as evidenced by a state-
ment of Carlos E. Hobbs of t he Topeka State Journal : 
One of the best ways to ascert ain the g rowth 
of athletic s is t o watch the growth in reader-
interest in the sport pages . The State Journal 
has enjoyed a considerable increase in the nuraber 
of sport readers the past few ye ars, and they 
are asking f or more hi gh school ne vTS than ever 
before . 34 
32. ~-, pp . 18 and 21. 
33. ill.£·, p. 921. 
Ju. Carlos E. Hobbs, "High School Sports Show 
Growth,"'Fourth Annual Year Book of the Kansas State 
High School Athletic Association, 192Er, P• 31 . 
Dwight T~ Ream, Topeka &ports Official states on 
the advancement in high school athletics: 
The past few years have brought an advance-
ment in high school athletics in bettering coaching; 
a definite objective shown by methods of play; a 
higher grade of officiation; and a larger attend-
ance, with a marked i mprovenent in the attitude 
of spectators. 
Each year a larger number of college graduates 
are g oing into our Kansas high schools as coaches. 
These men are better prepared than those of former 
years to give instruction to the boys on their 
high school teams. Along with the development of 
a better knowledge of the g rune has come the develop-
ment of coaching ideals and objectives. Teams are 
not only drilled in the rules of the game, but 
very definite plans are l aid to work toward an ob-
je ctive in their play. Hit and miss methods of 
offense and defense are almost completely in the 
discard. 
The plan of securing some local fan as an of-
ficial is disappearing . The introduct ion of of-
ficialstt schools of instruction throughout the 
state at the beginning of each sport season is 
producing better qualified officials, and the 
meetings allow the men to meet and talk over their 
peculiar problems . The man who once thought that 
all he needed was a r ule book and a whistle is far 
behind in the officiating ~ame . 
High school teams are today playing to capacity 
crowds , and in most cases the spectators have 
caught the spirit of g oo d sportsmanship and ap-
preciate good playing , whether by their own team. 
or by the visitors. Increased revenue has per-
mitted the buying of proper equipment which gives 
protection, adds color and cl ass to the game , and 
instills every athlete with school respect and 
self respect. 3;::, 
L.eslie E. Edmonds, sports editor of the Topeka 
Daily Capital in making a statement about the work of the 
35. Dwight T. Team , "Advancement In High School 
Athletics~' Fourth Annual Year~ of the Kansas State 
School Athletic-iG'sociation, 1928, P• 31. 
Association states that: 
I believe the work of the state association is 
only well started. I look for increasing activity 
on the part of its officers. I hope the time will 
come when the association will not only safeguard 
interscholastic sport as it is now known, but wi ll 
so encourage sport among the Kansas high schools 
that hundreds of games not now in general vogue 
vull become common pastimes and that hundreds of 
boys--and girls--will profit by the organization's 
investigation of tge proper sport standards for the 
youth of Kansas. 3 
The expanding program of the association necessi-
tated some rather regular publication in order that the 
members might be kept in closer touch with the activities 
of the Association. The Board of Control authorized the 
executive-secre tary to proceed with such a publication 
and place each principal, coach and official on the mail-
ing list who was certified by the organization. This 
bulletin was pub lished monthly and contained not only 
comments on the various activities but also the minutes of 
the meetings of the Board of Control. This Kansas State 
Athletic Association Bulletin was also call ed The Kansas 
Athlete and was published from September 1928 until May 
1938. 
The year 1929 f ound that there was a marked in-
crease in the number of schools participating in tennis. 
36. Leslie E. Edmonds, "Just AJ3 It Seems to Me, 11 
Fourth Annual Year Book of the Kansas State High School 
Athletic Association, 1928,p. 30. 
Golf had been introduced in the program for the first 
time and the interest shown indicated that considerable 
attention would have to be given to this sport by the 
association. Wrestling had received some attention and 
reports showed that there was a return of interest in 
baseball. Football, track, and basketball continued to 
be a major interest in the athletic activities. 
The Association required for the first time the 
physical examination of all competing athletes and pro-
vided for a limited competition by the passage of the 
nine-semester rule.37 The association had a membership 
of 717 schools, the largest in its history. 
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In 1930 the membership j u1nped to 730 which indi-
cated that the association was taking the ri ght steps 
toward providing the needs of the schools of Kansas. Girls 
athletics had taken a rather bad setback when the girls 
basketball tournaments were abolished and there was a 
definite necessity for some type of activity to provide 
acti vity f or the girls. The answer seemed to be a state-
wide intra-mural athletic program fo r girls which was 
passed at the annual meeting . This organization which was 
called the Girls' Athletic Association met with a f ine 
37. The Kans as State High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, Fifth Annual Official Year Book {Topeka: Board 
of Control, 1929), P• 21. -- --
response. Sixty-six schools adopted the state-wide 
program for girls during the first year. 38 
The registration of officials was started in 
1928 and in 1930 it was necessary for an offici al to be 
registered before he could officiate any contese between 
member schools.39 
State wrestling tournaments were introduced in 1930 
and in 1931 the first State swimming meet was held in 
Wichita in connection 1tlth the second State Wrestling 
Tou.rnament.4° 
']he athletic program of the schools being such 
that injuries to the contestants mus t be considered, a 
cormnittee was appointed to look into the possibility of 
providing insurance for athl eti c injuries. Since there 
had been an oc casion of a principal being fer ced to pay a 
doctor bill, ~-1 i is of interest that the f ollowing note be 
made. Illinois was experimenting with insurance plans and 
38. The Kansas State High School Athl etic Asso-
ciation, Seventh Annual Official Year Book (Topeka: Board 
of Control, 1931), P• 22. -- ---
39. The Kansas State High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, Sixth Annual Official~~ (Topeka: Board 
of Control, 1930), p. 21. 
40. 'llhe Kansas State High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, Seventh Annual Official Year Book (Topeka : Board 
of Control, 1931), p. 89. -- --
41. The Kansas State High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, Fourth Annual Official Year Book (Topeka: Board of Control, 
1928), p. 95. 
an article published in the Illinois High School Athlete 
stated: 
Legal decisions have been toward the opinion that 
reimbursement for athletic injuries are not the re-
sponsibility of the schools-- 11Legal decisions on 
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these matters have been rendered by the highest courts 
in Minnesota, Michi gan, West Virginia and Ohio. In 
each case it has been held that the school is not 
liable for these injuries and a thorough investigation 
made by lawyers in Owatma, Illinois, leads them to 
render the decision that the school is not only not 
liable but it is illegal to use school funds4for re-imbursing an individual for such injuries.'' 2 
Although this committee was appointed to look into 
the possibilities of an athletic insurance, an Athletic 
Benefit Plan was not introduced or accepted until 1938.43 
42. A..'1.onyrnous, "Insurance on Athletes," Kansas 
Athlete, I no. 3 (November, 1930) 1. 
~3. E. A. Thomas, secretary, ttDelegate Assembly 
Meeting 1 The Kansas State fg~ School Activities~-
ciation Fir'st Annual Year~' 1938, P• 36. 
CHAPTER IV 
MOVEMENT INTO STATE ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 
Development of Movement 
First Movement 
At the am~ual meeting of the association held in 
Wichita in 1932 there was a request that a committee be 
appointed for the purpose of recommending possible new 
methods of electing members of the Board of Control. 
This committee proposed several plans and the annual 
meeting in 1933 adopted the following:: 
Divide the state into six districts, grouping 
them by counties so as to make them as comp act as 
possible and so as to contain approximately t he s ame 
number of schools. One board member to be elected 
from each district by the school in that district, 
nominations be made by mail and members t o be elected 
by mail ballot. 1 
The necessary amendments to t he constitution were 
2 made to carry out this proposal. A map of these district s 
appear in the appendix. The committee which submitted 
the several plans consisted of, Prin. W. W. Van Slyck, 
of Topeka, Chainnan: Prin. R. E. Weide, of Leona; Prin. 
J. F. Gilliland, of Hutchinson; Prin. o. L. Darner, of 
1. The Kansas State High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, Ninth Annual Official Year Book (Topeka: Board 
of Control, 1933), P• 24.. -- --
2. Ibid., P• 27. 
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Scott City; and Prin. Geo. D. Caldwell, of Neodesha. 
This committee also presented the reco:rmnendation 
that the high s chools of Kansas exercise jurisdiction 
over all other state-wide contests either in a direct 
or advisory capacity, and further recommends that the 
authority for this direction of supervision be vested 
in one body, or board of control . 3 This was the first 
step toward changing the organization from a strict 
athletic sponsoring institution to one which would sponsor 
not only sports but other activities in the high schools 
which held interschool or state-wide contests. The 
committee also recommended that this question of merging 
other state-wide contents be left to the discretion of 
the State Principals' Association which has a committee 
making a special study of this particular problem. The 
recommendation of the committee was adopted and Prin. G. C. 
Dotzou.r moved that the Board of Control appoint a repre-
sentative to confer with a committee composed of r epre-
sentatives of the Typists• Association, The Principals' 
Association, and the Debate League on the matter of uni-
fying the administration of all interschool activi tie s 
in one governing board and handling the work through 
one central office . The motion was seconded and carried 
3. Ibid. , P• 25 •. 
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and Prin. E. A. Funk of Arkansas City was appointed as the 
representative.4 
The problem of high schools and colleges getting 
to gether to form a joint comraittee on football rules was 
a major issue at this time and the Association members 
decided to try to arrange some way f or the high schools 
to write their own rule book. 'Jlli.e Board of Control was 
authorized to cooperate with other states in preparing 
and publishing a separate set of football rules for hi gh 
schools. Until this time the high school teams r epre-
senting educational institutions bought more than t wo-
thirds of the rules books yet all propositions f or legal 
representation on the national committee by high schools 
had been turned down.5 This naturally caused a feeling 
of resentment and often the college code and r ules did 
not apply for secondary school situations. 
Unification~ 
The Unification Plan c rune back into the limelight 
during the annual meeting of the asso ciation in 1936. 
Action had been taken earlier by the Debate League and 
4. Ibid., p. 27. 
5. ~-, p. 26. 
the Typist's Association approving the plan to proceed with 
the information of a new organization which was to use the 
machinery of the Athletic Association in the unification 
of all inter-school activities into one asso ciation. The 
members of the Athletic Association voted unanimously to 
approve the plan of unification and to sanction the ap-
point ment of a representative committee. 6 
In 1937 the unific ation committee reported to the 
annual meeting of the Association which dispensed with 
other business until ample t ime had been given to this 
problem. ~be report given by E. A. Thomas, who acted as 
recording secre t ary for the unification committee 
••• was in the form of a constitution f or a new 
Kansas State High School Activities Association 
to replace the a~hletic association, the typist's 
association, and the debate league and to provide 
for the inclusion of all other interschool activ-
ities in which member schools might wish to engage. 
It was reported that the typist's association and 
the debating league had already unanimously ap-
~roved the creation of the new association and that 
the state high school Music Teachers Association 
bad approved the plan and asked that musi c be in-
cluded among the activities for which specific 
provisions were made. f 
The plan was approve d by the Athletic Association. 
6. The Kansas State High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, Twelfth Annual Official Year Book {Topeka: 
Board of Control, 1936), p . 22. -- --
7. The Kansas State High S~hool Athletic Asso-
ciation, Thirteenth Annual Official Year Book (Topeka: 
Board of Control, 1937), p. 24. -- ---
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Beginning of 
Tbe Kansas State High School Activities Association 
Purpose 
The new Kansas State High School Activities Asso-
ciation was set up under a constitution which kept the 
Board of Control as such and the present executive-secre-
tary was the official in charge with the title of Commiss-
ioner. The purpose of the new organization instead of the 
advancement of athletics was: 
••• to approve, promote, develop and direct 
activities and contests among its member schools 
in Athletics, Music, Forensics and Debate, Typing, 
Scholarship and any other activities which the 
membership may desire to sponsor. 8 
Delegate Assembly 
Under t he new constitution, full legislative au-
thority was vested in a Delegate Assembly composed of 
thirty members, including the Board of Control. The six 
districts under the old association were used to 
elect both the Board of Control and the Delegate Assembly . 
Each district elected a member of the Board of Control and 
the schools of each district were divided into four groups, 
according to size, and from each group one delegate was 
8. The Kansas State High School Activities Asso-
ciation, First Annual Official Year Book (Topeka: Board 
of Control, 1938), p. 6 -- --
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elected to the Delegate Assembly . 
Board of Control 
The Board of Control has general control over all 
activities and contests between high schools which are 
members of the association. It has exclusive control 
over all state meets and has authority to approve or dis-
approve invitation meets and contests in all types of 
activities. It has to make interpretations of the rules of 
the association and determine penalties f or violations 
when they were not otherwise provided. All powers of in-
vestigation relative to the violation of rules of the asso-
ciation were invested in the Board of Control. The con-
stitution stated that the Board 
••• shall contract for the services of a corn;:nis-
sioner who shall be paid a salary from the treasury 
of the Association. The qualifications, term of 
contract, and the amount of salary to be paid the 
Commissio~er shall be determined by the Board of 
Control.~ 
Not only did the Board appoint the Comn1issioner but 
it designated his duties and adopted regulations necessary 
for the effective operation of his off ice. 
The Board of Control was the real manager of the 
Association, while the legi slative power rested with the 
Delegate Assembly. The Commissioner was the executive-
9. ill.£_., p. 8. 
secretary of the Board of Control and as such kept the 
records of the Association and was responsible for the 
publication of such papers and docu_ments necessary for the 
efficient running of the organization. He was the of-
ficial represent ative of the Board of Control and attended 
such meetings as the Board deemed necessary. 
The Constitution of the Kansas State High School 
Activities Association consisted of ten articles covering 
the following headings, Name of organization, Purpose, 
Membership, Annual Meeting, Management, Powers and Duties 
of the Board of Control, Dues, Financial, Legislative 
Authority, and Amendments. Following the ten articles was 
the Rules and By-Laws covering the regulations of the ac-
tivities under the control of the Association. The Rules 
and By-Laws were divi ded into Athletic Rules and By-Laws, 
Rules and By-Laws for Music Fest1vals and Events, and Rules 
and By-Laws for Debate and Forensic Contests. Although the 
Constitution stated that Typing and Scholarship crone under 
the activities and contests the Association intended to 
approve and promote there was no place in the Rules and By-
Laws covering either o f these activities. 
The Constitution set up general eligibility rules 
by which all participants in any of the activities must 
follow. A copy of this Consj.tution and By-Laws are in-
cluded in Appendix B of this paper. 
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Changes since 1.2..11 
There has been no definite change in the organi-
zation from the time it ~as merged with the other activ-
ities until the present time. The chang es made have been 
mainly in the wording of the Constitution and insert-
ing interpre t ation notes to insure a better understanding 
of the meaning of the Articles, Rules and By-Laws . The 
word Forensic in the Constitut ion was changed to two words, 
Speech and Dramatics. The Typing was omitted entirely. 
The Athletic Accident Benefit Program w~s incorporated in 
the Constitut ion although it had been in eff ect f or a 
number of years. 
The Delegate Assembly was changed to a Legislative 
Council, but the duties and regulations remained t he sarne . 
The classification of schools for the purpose of basket-
ball tournaments were changed twice. The origional Rules 
and By-Laws stated the classi f i cation as A s chools being 
schools with an enrollment of more than 200, B. Schools an 
enrollment of 150 or les s and C schools as Junior High Schools 
with t hose schools in between the 150 and 200 going into 
the classification they chose. In 1941 the change was made 
classifying all schools in four classes, A.A with eru~olLments 
of more than 475, A with enrollments of more than 175 and 
less than 476 , B with enrollments of 175 or l ess and C as 
the junior high school. The second and last change was made 
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in 1946 when the classification was set up with class AA 
schools having an enrollment of more than 475, class A 
schools with enrollments of more than 150 and not more 
than 475, Class B schools with enrolLments of 150 or less, 
and Class C schools as junior high schools. 
The Award Rule which applied only to the athletic 
contestants in 1938 was changed to apply to all activities 
in 1946. A Forensic committee of 4 members with the 
Commissioner a member and chairman was authorized in 1943 
to meet once a year in order to outline the Speech activity 
program. The Speech and Drama Festival rule was dropped 
from the constitution in 1941. Six man football was 
started in the schools in October 1938 and by 1940, 72 
schools were r eporting teams. 
In 1927 when the first exe cutive-secre t ary was 
authorized and an offic e established as headquarters f or 
the organization the office staff consisted of the ex-
ecutive-secret ary and office secretary. This staff was 
enlarged in 1938 by the appoint··nent of an assistant to 
the commissioner. The Board of Control chose a man by the 
name of Delmar Curry who was well known in the state for 
his work in the field of activities. He served in this 
capacity until June 19L~7 and upon his resignation, Carl 
Kopelt was appointed as assistant to the Commissioner in 
Athletics and KAYs. The KAYs was an organization whi ch had 
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their real beginning during the school year of 1946-47, when 
Miss Vanda May Vinson was appointed dire ctor. This organi-
zation is called the Kays and as the initials imply stands 
for the Kansas Association of Youth. The organization has 
provisions for both the girls and the boys, the Kays for 
the boys and the girls ' organization is known as the Kay-
ettes. They have a definite program and have a point system 
by which the member schools may win awards. 
The Board of Control voted to autr-orize new quarters 
for the commissioners office in 1939 and moved this office 
to t he National Reserve Building in Topeka then in 1948 
mo ved to their present Association Headquarters i n the 
New England Building . At the present time plans are under 
way for a building program and provisions were made to 
set asi de a sum of $20 ,000 of the treasury surplus and each 
year 5% of the gros s receipts of all basketball tournaments 
sponsored by the Association for the b .,i l ding fund . lo The 
Commissioners office has increased from a staff of the 
Com.missioner and a secretary to a staff of the Com.missioner, 
E. A. Thomas, two assistants, Mi s s Wanda May Vinson and Carl 
Kopelt, and three secretaries. 
The first football official s examination was given 
10. E. A. Thomas, nA Building Fund , 11 Kansas State 
High School Activities Association Journal, October, 1947 , 
p. 2. 
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11 October 14, 1940 and the progrrun for officials examinations 
was developed to the point whereby every official , in order 
to be certified by the association, must take a written 
exami nation and is asked to attend rules meetings sponsored 
by the association and held at the beginning of the seasons 
of the various sports. 
The tremendous amount of time a_r1d effort given by 
sponsors, coaches, administrators , and members of the staff 
of the association in the supervision and control of high 
school activities is clearly shown in an editorial by the 
Commissioner: 
The approaching spring activities of the 
association furnish evidence of the magnitude 
of the interscholastic relations among Kansas 
high schools and the importance of sensible 
and fair regulation. More than six thousand 
high school boys will participate in the basket-
ball championship series; another thousand 
will take part in the speech and drama festivals; 
and approximately twenty-f: ve thousand young-
sters are now in training f or the district 
music competion-festivals. 
In order that all of these events may run 
along smoothly, thousands of entries must be 
handled without error, officials and judges 
must be engaged and as s i gned, schedules must 
be drawn, programs must be pushe d through 
and many thousands of spectators must be 
accommodated. All of this constitutes very 
big business in these special activity f ields 
and only through strict adherence to re-
gulations , co-operation among principals, 
coaches, managers and participants, and ef -
11. Anonymous, "Article," Kansas State High School 
Activities Journal, October, 1940, P• 13. 
ficient local management can there be any 
hope of genuine satisfaction with the results. 
In order that the most cordial and har-
monious relationship may exist among all 
parties concerned, there must first be a 
general understanding of what the association 
means and what it hopes to accomplish through 
its rules and regulations. Administrators, 
coaches and supervisors must know the rules 
and understand their interpretation befoI'e 
they can apply t hem. Each high school prin-
cipal signs a statement agreeing to abide by 
the rules of the association when the enroll-
ment of his school is submitted, and it is 
assumed that he acts in accordance with the 
wishes of his superintendend and his board 
of education. Machinery is provided for the 
most democratic and orderly procedure pos-
sible in electing members of the Assembly 
and Board of Control, as well as in passing 
legislation. We have an association that has 
been built by and for the high schools of 
Kansas and each executive officer of a 
member school owes it to himself, his school 
and his community to fami liarize himself 
with the rules and regulations, as well as 
the history and background of the organ-
ization. Only by this means can he render 
the most service possible and carry his 
share of responsibility in the proces s of 
building. The events of the next few weeks 
will provide a real test fo r all of us. 12 
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12. E. A. Thomas, 11Eai to rial," Kansas State High 
School Activities Association Journal, February, 1941, p . 4. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY OF FI NDINGS 
Generalizations, Suggestions and Recommendations 
The development of the present Kansas State High 
School Activities has covered a short period from 1937 
to the present time but this organization crone about 
through the efforts of another association known as the 
Kansas State High School Athletic Association which had 
its beginning in 1910. 
The activities under the control of the association 
changed from the three major sports, football, basketball, 
and track in 1910 to include in 1949 baseball, basketball , 
golf, swimming , tennis, track and wrestling as athletic 
sports and debate and forensic activi t ies , drmna, student 
councils, youth associations, music fest ivals and events, 
and any other activities which the member schools may 
de sire to sponsor. The association annually sets up 
tournaments to decide State Championships in baseball, 
basketball, debate, golf, swimming , tennis, track and 
wrestling besides providing for music festivals which give 
competative ratings to the schools entered. 
The association promotes the activities not only 
by regulating and providing for contests and festivals 
for the contestants but also provides registration and 
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training for the officials who officiate these contests and 
festivals. 
The membership at the present time consists of ap-
proximately 650 senior high schools and 60 junior high 
schools. This number represents all but 7 of the accredit-
ed secondary schools listed for 1948. 
The problem of control of activities in the second-
ary schools has been improving but: 
The increase in the number of activities among 
our high schools is causing national secondary 
school leaders to wonder when the demand for 
additional ones will cease and what means should 
be taken to control them. 1 
The control of these activities should not be in-
fluenced by outside agencies because these agencies do not 
necessarily have the best interest of the contestants with 
relation to their secondary education in mind . The second-
ary school leaders are conscious of the problem of incre as -
ing activity and are making every effort to keep the present 
Kansas State High School Activities Association as an agency 
which is not dependent upon outside interests for its 
regulations and policies . 
1. E. A. Thomas, 11Editorial ," The Kansas State High 
School Activities Association Journal,--rebruary, 1949, 
P• 4• 
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Board of Control. The directors of each . district ,shall ·. 
make announcement of place and hour of meeting for his t,, 
district in the printed program of the State · .Teachers' t ;'!, 
Association and shall preside at said meeting. ,;lcAt thls i' '· 
meeting_ a director shall be elected. This direct<ifJ ~h_!!,l) f, .', 
hold office for one year; shall arrange for, and manage i,•;i;~ 
district meetings and tournaments held in his dis. trict; •:ff.~,•1 
sl1all certify the winners of such meets to the Board of m 
co~tro_l an_d h~nd_le all _of the matters pertaining to}~t!!:: i:,;', 
letlcs m his district which are not delegated by this con- ,,,•'.~ 
stitution to the Board of Control. H~ shall maim an ari: ·',}<i 
nual report at his district meeting covering points asked i :r! 
for by the Board of Control and shall file a copy with th'e '?1,l."; 
Board of Control. Necessary expenses of the district ~J~t,:; 
rector shall be paid . from the funds of the associaUoII \:',i 
upous:!:ioo:~~r ;~et:~1:~:ti::i~·ess meeUn~ of i~e\kg~-~ {1~ 
sas State High School Athletic Association shall be held 
during the meeting of the Council of Administration ,at : 
Topeka. · At this meeting annual reports shall be 're·- · ·; 
q'uired of the secretary and treasurer and each/ director !>; j 
and the accounts of the treasurer and district! dir~-~!!?r i;' '\ 
shall be audited by a committee chosen for this purpose ,j 
by the board. At this time a · President, Vice-President, ¥,' 
Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by the members ,,:• 
of the Association, each school having one vote. The V 
President and Treasurer shall be elected on the odd years .,~ 
and the Vice-President and Secretary shall be elected on·r · 
the even years. The Vice-President and Secretary first · 
elected under this constitution shall hold office for one :, . 
year. At each succeeding meeting, the officer whose ';,:, 
term expires tha,t year shall be elected for two ,!..ears.J:,,'.l .. 
Section · 3. These four officers shall constitute , a ,· ·1 
Board of Control with the following duties and powers: , ';'i 
a-It' shall have general control .er all ' athleUc ,:. -. 
contests between· high schools of this associa_tioni/'m~l!.tt~ 
' b-It shall have exclusive controlf o1 .. all /,at~l~t_i«: , 
state meets. • · · '. ·.;, f{"f,!l,~.' ' 
~--:It ,shall .give interpretatin.ns of the .r~le~1/?.~i his j' r 
associat10n. ., , .. , · ., .. ;liff ,l\l· 
d-It shall determine forfeitures in; case •.of ,,'.dis; '.:r ' 
pule. . , . ', , , '·'':'\ .·,·:,•ff: 
e-When charges are made in writing ~gainst . any ,;\}:ii 
school for the violati~n of t~e rules of the ;ass.oclationJ;i,.i 
or violation of the spirit of fair play and goog sportsman- •·~I 
. . : \.:~:Ji; 
-3- ' [,,, >·' fi:if J: 
I \ 
1
~'', 'I' ~·}t~ I 
,...:, -~•u•ijJ1,_,.~,1,.;,.~ , 
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semester in which the contest takes place. A . man may 
comr,ete only four years in any one sport. 
No student who uses tobacco in any form during 
the season of a sport sha11 be declared eligible to com-
pete in high . school contests in that sport. 
Section 3. Each contestant must have had and have 
been maintaining for the current semester, a passing 
grade in each of three or more high school studies, re-
quiring a minimum of fifteen recitations per wee!, , exchrs-
ive of rhetoricals, physical culture, military drill, and 
deportment, and must also have obtained passing marks 
in at least three subjects, totaling at least three credits 
per se'mester for the whole of the preceding semester, or 
the last semester in attendance. A pupil is not to· complete 
in other than high school teams without the previous con-
sent of the principal. Each school belonging to the asso-
ciation shall be furnishe
0
d blanks upon which is sha11 cer-
tify. to those pui:ils who are doing passing work u~ to 
the end of the week prior to the contest and are eligible 
to represent it in a contest the following week, and shall 
send thii/ report of its eligible pupils to the principal of the 
opposing school at least five days prior to each contest. 
"Passing work sha11 mean satisfactory work over all the 
work from the beginning of the semester to the time of 
the contest. The term "high school" in this section sha.ll 
be interpeted to · mean ninth, tenth, eleventh and 
twelfth , years. 
Section 4. It shall be the duty of the super:n•en-
dent or principal of every school belonging to the Kan-
sas State High School Athletic Association to submit to 
the secretary of the Board of Control byJamiary 1st of 
each year, upon an official blank provided for that pur-
pose, the names, ages, and the number of years of partici-
pation of those pupils who have engaged Iii. interscholas-
tic athletics. . • lflt: 
Penalty for failing to file su~'Fiiotice shall bit for-
feiture of membership in the association. Reinstatement 
to he made only unon filing such notice and the payment 
of an extra fee of $2.00. 
Rule 2. Section 1. No professional coach shall 
be employed. "Professional coach" shall mean any _per-
son, not a member of the public ~chool .faculty, w"o re-
ceives compensation for his· services from any · source 
whatsoever, but it shall· not be construed to mean a per-
··-:~~--;tMIJ·?r ·-;,., i 
'·:(:·\(;1f){~J? .. . 
, • ',i . _· · '.: t, 'J,11\'){1 J,:;.: ,.~ 
' ', , ··· ,:;. 'i· ·' · ·_. ,. ,, .. -•.Fi,-·••--1-.. 1·.;;,;; 
:::.t~ .an~ ,t~~! t;lay, .. E:ach . team shall be Hm,,lt~,~~l~~\ ~ •. ig ~.-.,.~-.-·"·,.·.';:· 
1
'.··• 
Rule 3. Section 4. "No organization or organiza- 'i~ ,:: ' 
lions shall make a gift of greater than two and', one-haU · · l 
dollars In value to an athlete of a school that is · a mem- " 
ber of the K. S. H. S. A. A. for participation in any · · ) 
spor~.
1 
_section to be,co!:11~ :effectiveJune_l, .1923. '.' ' I;·.:,? 
·so:nE INTERPHETATIONs AND :nECISioNs :: ;,,~J 
Compiled by.W. W. McConnell, Secretai-y'K. S. H . S. A .. 4 . . ,: I 
·1. 1 How is me~
0
bership in the K. S.- H. S. A '. A~ ob'( ),· 
tained · !,;,., 
A high school accredited by the state department · 
becomes a .. member upon the· payment to the secretary of 
K · S. H. S. A. A. · of the two dollar membersilip fee. Pri'.!, 
\' a ~e Institutions of secondary standing make special ap~ ,. 
plication to the Board of Control where the application is ; 
passed upon . Special applications should be supported · 
by recommendations from administrative officers of ,sur::} 
rounding and competing schools. · ;; .. ,;•.. . . : &'.,;· 
2. Who is considered the official representative of 
a high school? • -.,, . , r 
The principal unless someone else is officially desigc,' 
nated by him. . · ; /~.' '' 
3. In case of a dispute between s<:hools, that can_-:- · '· i 
not be settled by conferences between the administrativ,e : . , . I 
officials of the· two . schools. what is t.he p'roper methods ':-;· 
of proceed ure? . ' . . , .:::_·,• fl.~'J; 
The first thrng to do 1s . to set forth the facts clear.:, · ,1;,, ly to the Director of your section and In case he is unable"~:~·:, 
to bring about a desirable settlement he will advise plac~ ·.,• · 
ing the case before the Board of Control for settlement: f 
by communicating these facts to the secretary. . . .. ··, ,.:5('' 
4. What are the powers of the Board of Control? ·.:· . .,- . 
Read Article III, Section 2 of the Constitution '."~, ·. \ ii 
5. Where should a high school go •to lcompete ·in the . •:, 
elimination tournament in basketball? ,. · · ,, · ·1 ', ;:,. 
Wherever it chooses, or is assigne by tilt; Dire.ctor:1;.c.;·, or Board of Control. , · , , .. ,,:, << '• .. 
6. What is the first reqµlrement · of eligibility · in {•::; 
high school athletics? · : · - ·, . ·:\'; ,yr i/f·,,: 
That ttie athlete have amateur standing. \ .. ',,, · a;.,.,-·,, 
7. Define an amateur-Rule and By-Laws; Rule , l t:"'," .! 
Section L ·.·,,• ' l,;,1 ,,. 
8. Who is an undergraduate? , .... ; : :i ." \' '.;,'\ 
Any regular student in a high school who ... h.as (1) .. ··*.'.'! . . '.. 'i,,.~ ~f,~ 
- 7- · · -~ ,_·-·;\··cir~ 
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Members of Board of Control Since Its 
Beginning by Constitution in 1921 
Year President V-President Secretary Treasurer 
1921 R. R. Cooke c. w. Smick Will French E. R. Stevens 
{Topeka) {Oberlin) (Winfield) (Leavenwo1"th) 
1922 R. R. Cooke c. w. Smick W.W. McConnell E. R. Stevens 
(Topeka) {Oberlin) {Winfield) {Leavenworth ) 
1923 Clarence D. Rice c. w. &nick w. w. McConnell E . R. Stevens 
(Oberlin) {Winfield {Leavenworth) 
1924 W. A. Wood c. w. Smick w. w. McConnell E. R. Stevens 
{Pratt) ( Oberlin) {Winfield) (Leavenworth ) 
Year President V-Pres. Secretary Treasurer Members At Large 
1925-26 W.A.Wood C.W.Smick W.W. McConnell E.R.Stevens None 
(Pratt) (Oberlin) (Winfield) (Leavenworth) 
1926-27 W.A. Wood C.W.Smick W. W.McConnell E.R.Stevens E.A.Tbomas 




1927-28 W.A. Wood C. W. Smick E.A.Thomas E.R. Stevens W. M.Slyck 





1928-29 W.A. Wood C.W.Smick E.A.Thomas E.R.Stevens H.Leigb Baker 





1929-30 C. W.Smick W. W. McConnell E.A.Thomas E.R. Stevens fl.Leigh Baker 







Year President V-President Executive Treasurer Members At Large 
Secretary 
1930-31 C.W.Smick W.W.McConnell E.A.Thomas E.R. Stevens H.Leigh Baker 





1931-32 C.W.Smick N.I.Reist E.A.Thomas E. R.Stevens E.A.Funk 
(Oberlin) (Olathe) (Topeka) (Independence) (Arkansas City) 




1932-33 E.R.Stevens L.C.Newrnan E.A. Thomas N.E.Reis t E.A.Funk 





1933-34 E. R.Stevens L.C.Newman E.A.Thomas N.I.Reist E.A.Funk 







Year President V-President Executive Treasurer 
Secretary 
Members At Large 
193~--35 E.R.Stevens L.C.Newman E.A.Thomas N.E.Reist E.A.Funk 





1935-36 E.R.Stevens E.A.Funk E •. A.Thomas Clifford Dean 





1936-37 E.R.Stevens J.R .. Jones E. A. T.homas E.A.Funk J.E.Bowers 





1937-38 E.R.Stevens J.R.Jones E.A.Thomas E.A.Funk J.E.Bowers 





Year Pr esident V- President Executive Treasurer Members At Large 
S,ecretary 
1938-39 E •. R. Stevens J . R. Jones E.A . Thomas E. A. Funk J. E.Bowers (Independence) (Sublette) (Topeka) (Arkansas City} (Sene ca) 
Clifford Dean 
(Russell) 
D.,E. Wolgas t 
(Marysville) 
1939-40 E. R. Stevens J . R. Jones E.A. 'l'homas E.A . Funk J . E. Bowers (Independence) (Garden City ) (Topeka) (Arkansas City) (Senec a ) 
Hugh W. Speer 
(Hays ) 
D. E. Wolgast 
(Marysvi l le) 
1940-41 E.R.Stevens J .R . Jones E.A.Thomas E. A.Funk J . E. Bower s (Independence} (Sublette} (Topeka) (Arkansas City) (Seneca) 
Hugh W. Speer 
(Haya) 
D. E. Wol gast 
(Marysvill e ) 
1941-42 E. R.Stevens J . R. Jones E. A.Thomas E. A. Funk J . E. Bowers (Independence) (Sublette) (Topeka) (Arkansas City ) (Seneca) 
Hugh W. Speer 
(Hays) 
























Johnnie Corrigan E.A.Thomas 
Johnnie Corrigan E.A.Thomas 
(Powhattan) (Topeka) 
Johnnie Corrigan E.A.Thomas 
(Powhatt an) (Jopeka) 
~reasurer Members At Large 
E.A.Funk J.E.Bowers 
(Arkansas City) (Seneca) 




























Year President V-President Executive Treasurer Members At Large 
Secretary 
1946-47 D.E.Wolgast Johnnie Corrigan E.A.Thomas R.L. Dennen Geo.D.Caldwell 





1947-48 D.E.Wolgast Johnnie CorriF;an E.A.Thomas R.L.Dennen Finis M.,Green 





1948-49 D.E.Wolgast Johnnie Corrigan E. A.Thomas R.L.Dennen Floyd C. Smith 
(Marysville) (Powhattan) (Topeka) (Colby) (Iola) 
Frank B.Toalson 
(Dodge City) 
Wilmont D. Carr 
(Anthony) 
1949-50 D.E.Wolgast Johnnie CorPigan E.A.Thomas R.L.Dennen Floyd C.Smith 
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STATE SWIMMING RECORDS 
Following are the state high school swimming re-
cords, the holders, and the years they were established: 
40-yard free style--Time 19 :7 sec.--Kalousek, 
Wyandotte. Made in 1940. 
76 
100-yard breast stroke--Time 1:07.1 Mapes , Wyandotte . 
Made in 1947. 
220-yard free style--Time 2:28.2--Weaver, Concordia. 
Made in 1942. 
100-yard back stroke--Time 1:06.4--Heydt, Wichita 
North. Made in 1935. 
100-yard free style--Time 5 7.4 sec.--Fink Wichita 
East . Made in 1942. 
180-yard medley relay--Time 1:50 sec.--Wyandotte 
( Welsh, Hedstrom, Fromm). Made in 1949. 
160-yard free style relay--Time 1:22.1--Wichita 
East (Murray, Morton, Sanborn, Milton). Made in 1940. 
l 
Basketball Tournament Winners 
The winners of the University invitation tournaments were: 
1908-Halstead 1912-Baldwin 
1909-Halstead 1913-Reno County 
19ro-Clay County 1914-Lawrence 
1911-Lawrence 1915-Iola 


























































.. Winfield 1936---Newton 















































1929-No tournament held. 
1930-No tournament held. 






































WINNERS OF STATE TRACK MEETS 
Year Won By Meet Held At Year Class Won By Meet Held At 
1911 Norton Emporia 1938 Class A Independence Emporia 1912 Marion Topeka Class B Hugoton 1913 Wichita Manhattan 1939 Class A Wichita East Emporia 1914 Wichita Manhattan Class B Mount Hope 1915 Norton Manhattan 1940 Class A Wichita East Emporia 1916 Topeka Manhattan Class B Kiowa 1917 Wichita Manhattan 1941 Class A Hutchinson Wichita 1918 Abilene Manhattan Class B Ashland 1919 Abilene Manhattan 1942 Class A Hutchinson Emporia 1920 McPherson Manhattan Class B Blue Rapids 1921 Winfield Manhattan 1943 Class A Wichita East Wichita 1922 Haviland Empol"'ia Class B Ashland 1923 Winfield Emporia 1941+ Class A Wichita East Wichita 1924 Winfield Emporia Class B Clearwater 1925 Winfield Emporia 1945 Class AA Wichita North Wichita 1926 Wichita Emporia Cle.ss A Garden City 1927 Hutchinson Emporia Class B Pretty Prairie 1928 Hutchinson Emporia 1946 Class AA Wichita East Wichita 1929 Wichita East Emporia Class A Garden City 1930 Wichita East Manhattan Class B Pretty Prairie 1931 Wyandotte Emporia 1947 Clas s AA Wichita East Manhattan 1932 Arkansas City Emporia Class A St. Joseph,Hays 1933 Wichita North Emporia Class B Esbon 1934 KS. Voe. School Emporia 1948 Class AA Topeka Manhattan 1935 Wichita North Wichita Class A Ottawa 1936 Independence Wichita Class B Leon 1937 Independence Emporia 1949 Class AA Wichita East Wichita 
Class A Fredonia 
Class B Leon 
-..J 
0) 







220-yd. dash 21.4 sec. 
440-yd. dash 49.4 sec. 
880-yd. run 1 min. 57.8 sec. 
1-mile run 4 min. 30.1 sec. 
120-yd. high hurdles 14.9 sec. 
200-yd. low hurdles 22.3 sec. 







½ -mile relay 
Mile relay 
Medl-ey relay 
53 ft. 2½ in. 
6 ft. 5½ in. 
23 ft. 2 in. 
156 ft. 6½ in. 
193 ft. 2¼ in. 
1 min. 32.5 sec. 
3 min. 26.9 sec. 
3 min. 27 .2 sec. 
HELD BY 
Swisher, Junction City 
Vickers, Wyandotte . 
Overfield, Independence 
Overfield, Independence 
McCaskill, Wichita North 




Perry, Wichita East 
Bird, Arkansas City, 
Klimek, Manhattan 
Buckman, Argentine 
W. Bledsoe, Great Bent 
Knight, Salina 

































120-yd. high hurdles 





Di ,cus throw 
J avelin throw 









120-yd. high hurdles 














2 min. 00.6 sec. 
4 min. 32.4 sec. 
14.9 sec. 
22.5 sec. 
12 ft. 5½ in. 
51 ft. 91/4. in. 
6 ft. 2 ¾. in. 
22 ft. 4½ in. 
155 ft. 2% in. 
181 ft., 1 % in. 
1 min. 32.5 sec. 
3 min . 30.4 sec. 
3 min. 30.3 sec. 
Holder, Marion 
Walters, Paola 
Campbell, Minneapoli s 
Amos, Fredonia 
Donaldson, Eureka 
Becker, Sts. Peter & Paul 
Rowe, Fredonia 
Clark, Beloit 
Price, Highland Park 
(Topeka) 
Riggs, Chase Co. 





























1 min. 59.7 sec. 
4 min. 28.4 sec. 
15.1 sec. 
22.5 sec. 
12 ft. 8¼ in. 
58 ft. 3¼ in. 
6 ft. 1 in. 
22 ft. 7 ¾. in. 
155 ft . 7% in. 
182 ft. 5½ in. 
1 min. 31.3 sec. 
3 min. 28 .5 sec. 
3 min. 31.5 sec. 
HELD BY YEAR EST. 
Hess, Pretty Prairie 1946 
Hocker, Minneapolis 1927 
Brown, Kans. Voe. School 1934 
Bridges, Admire 1932 
Cunningham, Elkhart 1930 
Dean, Glen Elder 1946 
Smith, Belle Plaine 1948 
Coffman, Ford 1929 
Dees, Lorraine 1929 
Stevens, Louisburg 1934 
Riegel, Ford 1935 
Brawner, Enterprise • 1942 
Ebel, Hillsboro 1944 
Kansas Voe. School, Topeka 1932 
Kansas Voe. School, Topeka 1932 




















K. S. H. S. A. A. Membership, 1949 




































Emmett Cold wa ter 
College H igh 
Collyer 
Colony 

























































































































































































Federal Security Agency, Bibliography of Res earch Studies 
in Education. bul. no. 5, 1938-39. Washington, D. c., 
U. S. Office of Education, 1905, P. J.47. 
A reference book on bibliographies of research 
studies made in the field of education. 
Hughes, William Leonard, and Jesse Fiering Williams, 
Sports, Their Organization and Administration. New 
York: A. s. Barnes and Company, 1944. 414 pp . 
A book on the organization and administration of 
sports. 
Meanwell, Walter E., The Science of Basketball for Men. 
Madison, Wis. : Democrat Printing Company, 1924. 382 pp . 
An introduction to the history of basketball and the 
accepted theories on the art of playing the game . 
Mitchell, Elmer., and Barnard S. Mason, The Theory of 
Play. New York: A. S. Barnes and Company, 1934. 547 pp. 
A book written to help develop the social planning 
for the refinement of future recreational standards. 
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Schwender, Norma, ! Hi story of Phys i cal Education i n the 
Uni t e d States . New York : A. s . Barnes and Company, 
1942 . 237 pp . 
A story of the development of physical education 
and sports i n the United States . 
Terry, Paul Washington, Supervision of Extra Curricular 
Activities in the Secondary School. New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, I nc ., 1930 . 417 pp . 
A brief history of extra- curricular activities in 
the secondary schools with most of the book dealing 
with the supervisory problems of the schools with 
re gard to these activities . 
Weyand , A. M., American Football, Its History and Develop-
ment . New York, London: D. Appleton and Company, 
1926 . 485 pp. 
A book on the history and development of the g ame 
of football . 
Continued Publications 
The Kansas State High School Athletic Association, Annual 
Official Yearbook, Board of Control, Topeka: 1925-1937. 
Handbooks of yearly notes and records for the 
association. The yearbooks for the years of 1925, 1927, 
1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1933, 1936, and 1937 were used. 
-
83 
The Kansas State High School Activities Association, First 
Annual Official Yearbook, Board of Control. Topeka: 1938. 
A handbook of facts, records, suggestions and re-
gulations of the association. 
The Kansas State High School Activities Association, 
Constitution, Rules and By-Laws. f.ropeka.:.7 Published 
by the Board of Contorl, 1947-1948. 
The constitution, rules and by-laws of the Kansas 
State High School Activities Association. 
Unpublished Manuscript 
Kansas State High School Activities Association, "Unpublished 
Notebook of Minutes." L'.Jopeka, 19 10-192,Y. Pag es not 
numbered. 
An unpublished notebook containing the minutes of 
the meetings of the official groups in the Kansas 
State Athletic Association from 1910 until 1922. 
Periodi cal Articles 
Anonymous, "Insurance on Athletes," The Kansas Athlete, 
I No. 3 (November, 1930), 1. 
An article on the legality of school insurance. 
Anonymous, "Article," Kansas State High School Activities 
Journal, IV No . 3 (October, 1940), 13. 
An article on the football official rules examination. 
84 
Edmonds, Leslie E., "Just As It Seems to Me,"' Fourth Annual 
Yearbook of the Kansas State High School Athletic 
Association. [.fopeka.:J 1928. P. 30. 
A statement on the athletic situation in the 
secondary schools of Kansas. 
Hobbs, Carlos E., rr.High School Sports Show Growth, 11 Fourth 
Annual Year Book of the Kans a s State High School 
Athletic Association. /Jopeka[/ 1928. P. 31. 
An article on the growth of sports in the Kansas 
high schools. 
Ream, Dwight T., "Advancement in High School Athletics, 11 
Fourth Annual Year Book of the Kansas St ate High School 
Athletic Association. [.fopekayl928. P. 31. 
An article on the advancement made by the high schools 
in athletics and the prospects of future advancement s. 
Thomas, E. A., "The Kansas State High Sch ool Ath letic 
Associ ation, A Little of Its History, Something of Its 
Present Program, and a Few of Its Aims,"' The Kansas 
Teacher, XX.V (October, 1927), bul. No. 4, p. 147. 
An article by the executive-secretary of t h e Kansas 
State High School Ath letic Asso c iation to gi ve the 
readers a brief overall picture of t h e organization 
from its beginning in 1910 until 1927. 
85 
Thomas, E . A., "'Delegate Assembly Meeting , 11' The Kansas State 
High School Activities Association First Annual Year-
book9Lfopekay 1938. P . 36. 
Records of the Kansas State High School Activities 
Association Deleg ate Assembly meeting in 1938. 
Thomas, E. A., 11 Editorial, 11 Kansas State High School 
Activities Association Journal, III No. 6 (February 
1941)' 4. 
An editorial by the Commissioner asking all re-
s ponsible people to do their part in the coming 
events sponsored by the association, and reminding 
them of the tremendous task it is going to be . 
Thomas , E. A., "A Building Fund, 11 Kansas State School 
Activities Association Journal, X No. 2 (October, 1947), 
2. 
A statement published in the Journal explaining the 
building fund set up for the organ~zation. 
Thomas, E. A., nEditorial, 11 Kansas State High School 
Activities Association Journal, XIII No. 6 (February, 
1949) , 4. 
An editorial stating the danger of too many activities 
in the schools. 
-
